
1 H O W  M A N Y  C H E C K P O I N T S  A R E  T H E R E ?  H O W
M A N Y  M I L E S  A R E  B E T W E E N  C H E C K P O I N T S ?
This will determine how much food, fuel and
water you need to take with you and the size of
your backpack/fluid reservoir.

2
I S  T H E  R O U T E  M A R K E D  O R  D O  I  N E E D  T O
N A V I G A T E ?
Will you need to take a map/compass and/or GPS
navigation tool? Is there a way to download/plot
the route?

3 W H A T  I S  T H E  D I S T A N C E  A N D  H O W  L O N G  D O  I
E X P E C T  I T  T O  T A K E  M E ?  
If it’s a very long ultra or you expect to be running
a long time, you’ll need to give more thought to
your fuel, clothing and kit choices.

4 I S  T H E R E  A  ‘ D R O P  B A G ’  A V A I L A B L E ?  
If there is, you can plan a change of clothes, shoes
or to re-stock on essential items. Make sure you
know where it is and how to access it.

5 W H A T ’ S  T H E  T I M E  O F  Y E A R / W E A T H E R ?  
This will dictate your choice of clothing, layers and
extra kit to carry with you. In winter you’ll need
extra warm layers, waterproofs, hat, gloves. In
summer you’ll need sunscreen, hat and sunglasses.

W H A T  I S  C O N D I T I O N  O F  T H E  R O U T E ?
If it’s very wet and muddy you might want to
consider a change of socks in your bag. The risk of
blisters will be higher too, so prepare for that.

D O E S  T H E  R A C E  H A V E  A  ‘ C O M P U L S O R Y  K I T
L I S T ’ ?  
Some events have a list of items that EVERY runner is
expected to take. This might include waterproofs, a
foil blanket, first aid kit, map, mobile phone.

DO I HAVE ANY REGULAR MEDICATIONS OR
EMERGENCY MEDICATIONS THAT I MIGHT NEED? 
Make sure you take any regular or emergency
medications (inhalers or epipens etc) with you and any
other additional pain killers or antihistimine pills that
you might need.
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9 W H A T  T I M E  D O E S  T H E  E V E N T  S T A R T ?  W I L L  I T
G O  T H R O U G H  T H E  N I G H T ?  
If you’re running at nightime, make sure you take a
headtorch and spare batteries


